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IPHIGENIA AT AULIS is sponsored by the University of Utah Theatre Depariment
and Associated Students of the University of Utah. It will be produced
throughout the stale this fall with lectures, symposia and a fibrary exhibit
accompanying performances in Provo, Logan, Ogden and Ephraim, supported
by the Utah Performing Arts Tour of the Utah Ars Council and the Utah
Endowment for the Humanities.

The University of Utah
Fourteenth Annual Classic Theatre Festival
presents

the W.S. Merwin and George E. Dimock translation of Euripides’

IPHIGENIA AT AULIS




DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS

Rarely, if ever are events—real or fictional—clearly tragic or totally comic;
for at the core of the darkest tragedy there is usually a seed of humor, and
comedy finds its source in imperfection and sadness. In the same sense,
people—characters—are more complex than to be wholly heroic or
unflinchingly villainous. It is in this light that we present our production of
Euripides’, final play, IPHIGENIA AT AULIS.

Aithough traditionally grouped with the tragedies, IPHIGENIA AT AULIS plays
against most classical definitions of tragedy. lts plot, mood and characters
are as much in the spirit of the 19th Century American Melodrama as they
are in the tradition of Sth Century B.C. Greek Tragedy. To some critics and
scholars this blending of styles is unsetting—the play has been called
"unfinished.” To others—actors and directors—the play becomes a chal:
lenging "new" wark to bring to life, a wonderful piece of theatre. The final
judgement, of course, falls to you...the audience. Enjoy!

—LL West
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The action of the play begins some time before dawn in front of
Agamemnon’s tent in the camp of the Greek armies by the bay at Aulis.

There will be no intermission.



